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LIBERTY OH DEATH.'

P1UIRIE CITY, K, T., FEB. 25, 1858.

Election for Delegates to the Const-
itutional Convention. The True

;IsBne. Oligarchy ts. the People.

On tlte soooud Tuesday in March,
'tlio people of Kanzas aro to eleolone
hundred delegates to frame a State
Oonstitution. ' There is an issue in-

volved in this election that perhaps
many people, do not comprehend.
Iho old issue between the Free State
and Pro-Slave- ry partios is now among
the things that were. The question
of Slavery will hardly be considered

at this election, for it is well known
that it would be a matter of imposi- -

bility to elect even a J' corporal's
guard" of pro-slave-

ry men delegates
to this convention. .. The people of
Kanzus are unconcerned onithis score.

' It is supposed by many that the
only existing issue between the poo'
jde of (he Torritory at the present
time as that of Democracy vs. lis
;publieanifim. They are mistaken.
To somo extent this question will bo

grossed at the ensuing election, and
unless the truo friends of Freedom
aro alert, somo of the cnemios of their
cherished principles may stealthily
shdo into tho Convention. But even
this is a matter of minqr importance
in comparison to one issuo that has
been covertly sprung upon thoni. To
the disgrace of us and oursacred cause
have tho people of tho Territory to
(array themselves in such a position
against the office-holde- and many
leading, me a of their party, as the
Democratic enemies of the Lecomp
ton Constitution hold against that in
strumont. J ho quostions involved
ate similar. The Democratic oppo

,nents of the Lecompton fraud base
itheir enmity upon the conduct of the
.begetters of that spawn in refusing
ito submit it to the pooplo for their
cratifioation or rejection. Thepeople,

say they, should be privileged to have
voice in matters of such momentary

.intorest where their welfare is con-

cerned. This train of reasoning can
)nov be employed by tho uncorruptod
constituents of the presont Territorial
Legislature against that body. Their
constituents view them in tho 6amo

light that Douglas Democrats do the
i satellites of John Calhoun. They
cannot look at them in any other
light.

Last fall tho Free State party of
'Kanzas wore induced to venture into
.an election for Territorial officers.
'Through motives of policy and a dis-

position to evince a conciliatory spirit
did they condescend to this humilia-in- g

oporation. Many ardent and sin-

cere advocates of tho cause of human
iliborty were bitterly opposed to the
movement, and would not bo induced
to yield their portion in opposition
to the voting policy, until thoy were
satisfied that nothing would be done
by the Legislature, should the Free

.Stato mon succeed in obtaining pos-
session of it, but to " wipe out" the
entire bogus codo, and then adjourn
tine die.. They wore assured by the
mostenrnost advocates of the voting
policy that this should comprise the
extent of thoir legislation. True,
thbro was an issuo in nominating can-

didates for the Legislature of select-

ing mon who wore in favor of and who
were opposod to that body prosorving
A longer existence than to obliterate
tho bogus code, but it was concedod

.by everybody, that if tho Legislature-preservin- g

mon should prevail,1 noth
ing but laws of a gonoral character
should bo legislated upon. No ques
itipiibnt that of LogiNlaturo-pioservin- g

,uii(l was
considered at tho October election ;

at least, so far as the masses of the
poople. were awaro.; Thoro way havo

been other questions under considera-

tion by designing men', but if so, tholr
operations wore conducted covertly.

Jho people; then, wore 'prepared for
jio othor result tlian cither that of tho
4isbandonmont of the Tori itorial Leg
islature, or the legislation of acts of
.a general uharactcj. ' Tho Free State

iparty controlled the olection and got
possession of jlho Legislature.; .At

the proper, time, for its convening,
they assombled' ' The members of the

Jtflidaturo who ware jn favor'bJ'cQt
.7 ) I 'i, .J:i I , V ..

tinuing the Territorial Government
wore in tho majority, and tho gov
ernment was allowed to exist. Thoir
eonstituents were willing to submit
o this policy, for they had, been perV

nutted to express their sentiments on

the question fairly, at the ballot-bo-x.

Tho Legislature-bega- to enact gen- -

oral laws. Its constituents were sat
isfied. It commenced the work of

enacting special laws. Its constitu-

ents began to open their eyes, bu

conceded. Finally they broached

the matter of removing tho capital
from Lecompton. This was ventur-

ing a shade to far. The people wan-

ted to bo consulted in a matter of such
import as this. They jHstly folf out
raged. They eutertained feelings of

bitter antipathy against Lecompton,
and at the first opportunity thy de

signed designating, by their express
ions through the ballot-bo- x, a point for

locating the Territorial capital. They
were totally unprepared for the Leg
islatare taking that matter exclusive-

ly into their hands. What surprised
and chagrined them ' more was the
point selected for tho location of the
capital. Instead of Topeka, Manhat-

tan, Tecumseh or Council Grove,
which towns had for a long time been

contending and held before the public
as candidates for the capital, they so

lected Minneolal situated at least
one hundred railos from the center of
the Territory, and containing nothing
but. prairie grass, hazle brush and
weeds 1 not a single house within

the town site, though comprising
about tixteen hundred acres of land.

Fraud, bribery and corruption were

apparent in the very face of the move-

ment. The constituents of the Leg-

islature felt that they had been out-

rageously betrayed, that their inter-

ests had been sacrificed to tho advance-

ment of tho pecuniary interests of the
members of the Legislature.

For this reason do tho people of
Kanzas'and the Douglas Democrats

entertain similar emotion. Are not

thoir positions parallel ones ?

The people, know that the Legisla-

ture would not have been so disre-

garded of the interests of their con-

stituents, had they not been bribed

and bartered, but as yet most of them,

probably, are unapprised as to the

means employed to' effect this cor-

ruption. We pretend to have somo

light in tile-matte- and those of our
readers who poruse this article will
be informed of all that we know on

the subject. The statements we make

are fact?, and we aro prepared to back

them by satisfactory exidonco.

Several months ago, a fow shrewd

money-makin- g schemers (the names
of whom we could mention, but for

bear so to do for certain reasons), con
ceived the idea of purchasing land in
the "vicinity of Centropolia for the

purpose of securing the location a
that point of tho Territorial capital.
Their first movement in the matter
was to obtain tho assistance and co

operation of the leaders and most
influential mombors of the Free State
party, This effected, they then com-

menced operating with the mombors

of the Legislature, upon its conven-

ing at tho extrasossion. Fvory mem-bo- r

that bribory could move was ap-

proached, and finally they succeeded,

by givingthom stockholders' interests,
in soouring the support of every Free
State member of thai body with the ex

ceptioncf 'eight I Praying men, relig
ious men, Ministers of the gospel, and
others whom their constituents sup-

posed to be incorruptible, yioldod to
tho soductions of Mammon, and de-

scended to the ignominious position
of thoir predecessors. Thoir noxt
move was to hush tho voico of the
press. Thosb very prcssoa who havo

heretofore boon tho most clamorous
about political diuhonosty and cor
ruption among their oppononts, were

the first approached, and thoy' conce-

ded unresistingly. ,

But there were, a few who adond
principle more than gold I They could

not be, are not hushed. -- . i ,.

The capital was located at tho des-

ignated point. That matter having
been effected, noarly all tho subse-

quent legislative enaotmonts, was
to tho end . of putting nionoy, in

thoir, own pockets, unmindful of its
effort iipon the rights of the people.
Tho Leavenworth and Fort Gibson
Railroad Company applied to them

for a. charter. , i Betwonn Lawrence
and Osage City they had ' no points
designated for tho purpose of being
prlyilroj to run tljeijt road JKrongji

such places as would offer them tho

most liberal, inducements, and which
would be the most available to them.

But the Legislature would do nothing

for them until, Minneola was made a

point. By this official dictation, they

aro compellod; to run several miles

from a direct courso and at an addi-

tional expense of several hundred

thousands of dollars.
The people can now seo what a

gigantic influence they.haye, got to

c6n tend against. ' Seventy of the most

influential members of tho Froo State

party, several frq State papers, and

a mint of gold, all on one side the

people on the other. The, influence

of that largo body is potent. It is a

powerful elemont to wrestle with.

Bat it can be crushed t must be, will

be done 1 So long as it has existonce

and the poople aro asleip to its opera

tions, they are as much deprived of

their libertios as they were under the

reigns of the Border Ruffian Gov

ernment. ' '

, ,

If no other method can he deyisejto
wrest ourselves from the clutches of this

gigantic monopoly, we can resort to the

means used by us in days gone by tofree
us from Border Ruffian tyranny.

We havo hopes in tho ballot-bo- x.

We believe the people will be cau-

tious enough in the future to put

such men in pewor who will tumblo

this oligarchy to the ground.

Tho issue, then, at the coming elec

tion for delegates to tho Constitutional

Convention, is Oligarchy vs. People.

The Oligarchy is at work night and

day through tho instrumentality of

their mercenary tools, gold and bri

bery, to get men elocted to tho Con

vention who will vote to retain tho

capital atMinneola. Tho nominations

for delegates have already taken plaeo

in some localities, and Minnoola mon

havo been 60curod. Those whom

they fail to elect will be approached
in the Conventionwith.gold or shares

in the town.to purchase thoir votes. It
behooves the people to send such men

to the Conveution who will vigorous-

ly fight the Minneola swindle. We

want men thore who will not swerve

from the path of duty who will de-

fend tho rights of the poople, and with-ering- ly

rebuke tho betrayers of their

confidence who will expose tho hyp-

ocritical expounders of tho ' Word of
God.level to the dust treacherous dem

agogues, indignantly hurl back offers

of bribery to their profferers, and faith-

fully work for tho- - welfare of their

constituency. ...
Citizens of Prairie City, next Sat

urday yon aro to elect two dolegates
to attend the Convention at Lawrence
to nominate dolegates for tho Consti-

tutional Convention. In selocting
men to represent you at the Lawrence

Convention, the quostions for you to

consider, are " Who are the boat ac-

quainted with thopresent political ts

of the various candidates that
will be put in nomination at tho Law-

rence Convention ?" " Whom can

we safely trust ?"" Who aro tho

most compotent to ropfesont us ?'

Calhoun Township will probably havo

at least two delegates in the Consti-

tutional Convention, and our dele

gates ought to bo instructed to use

their influonco to secure tho nomina
tion of such men as our poople will

dosignato. In matters of such vita
import as the present one, it is our

imperative duty to smother all local

and minor prejudices, and labor to

promote , the host interests, of the

pooploi i '' '" .!

Think, pondor, reflect I "
' i

A Chance to Get Cuba1 v
.; "y -- .1

The latest1 news from Europe is

that tho Spanish Government 'will

refuse to givo satisfaction to, tho Uci- -

od, States for tho outrage which; its
toffioials in'Guba porpotratod upon
our raail-stoatno'- r, El Dorado, in fi-

ring nto. it, endangoring .life,,, and

subsequently rifling it, in a practical
way, of its mailsl This outrage upon
the1 high seas our G ovornmont

'
(saVs

tho pinoinnati Enquiror)is bound, by
a sonso of national honor, ito, have
atonod for. Both tho lost anV tho
prosont Administration havo made

porsevoring efforts to that ,end. ' If
the Spanish Government porsists in
its refusal, it may lead t6 important
results, and give U4 a chaneo to1 got
Cuba in an honorably manner, by
national conquest, ,, j

, Air, Thai waij'ft wiso niggi'r, wfyo,
(n spcalung of tho happiness of mar-

ried poof lo, said, Dat ar 'pends al- -

I jogenuoriuow uey enjoy demoolyes.';

From the Champion Extra of Feb. SO,

Exciting News from Fort Scott !

Missouri Ruffians Invadtiig the Terri
tory Again!

IIOVSEBURJWfQ AND MURDERING !

0. W. CLARK IN THE FIELD j .

130 Border Ruffians Under Arms at
Barnesville 1

Ml Fret State ScUlert to fa Exprhed jfidm
tno sugar Lreek and Usage Country.

ARMS FROM WESTPORT I

Offici of tub " Fbkkmbh's Ohampiox," )
Saturday, Feb. 2010 V. M. J

Capt. 0. P. Bayne, Col. D. B.

J6iinson and Lieut. Bunday, have
just arrived from Fort Bayno, on tho

Osago, who bring us news of the most
exciting and alarming nature. To
give a minute statement of affairs as

they at present exist, subjoined will
bo found a letter written by Capt.
Baynk to Gen. Lane, but was not
dispatched owing to an invasion into
tho country by Missourians occurring
before it could be mailed. Capt.
Bayne thereupon determined to pro
ceed at once to Lawrenco in person to
obtain assistance from tho Territorial
Militia. Tho letter will tell the story
up to tho time of tho invasion.

Luklla, Feb. 12, 1838.
Major Gen. J. II. Lane; Sir,

have to report to you the stato of af
fairs in this part of tho Territory.

When you was here, tho usurpers
of Freedom of Southern Kanzas were
awed into submission from tho forces
then present, but when you returned
north, thoy, relying on thoir numbers,
commencod robbing, stealing, plun
dering, and attempted to rob all Free
State mon who happened to fall into
thoir hands. In this state of affairs

I wroto you my last. Upon the com

plaint made to me by Johnson, I
doomed it necessary to arrest those
mon and bring them to justice ; of

whomGeorgo W. Clark, Register in
tho Land office ; Mr. Margraves, Pro

bate Judge; B. Hill, Ex-Sheri-

Mr. Farley, District Att'y ; Mr. Har-

ris, Constable; Mr. Houston, County
Surveyor ; Mr. Brocket, a partner in
tho Westorn Hotel ; Mr. Flurry, pro
prietor of a Drinking House; Mr.

Harlan, Flurry's bar-tond- ; Mr;

Greenwood, tho Boidor Ruffian tele4

graph ; Dennis Sullivan, an old
Irishman ; Mr. McC ay, partner in the
Western Hotel ; all of Fort Scott.

So much for National Democracy.

Knowing thore would be resistance
on the part of these men, and not
deeming my force sufficient, I sent
North for help. But tho companies
that was left subject to our orders ei

ther consultod" thoir feolings by re
maining by a warm fire side, or from

some other cause, failed to respond
to the call. The emergoncy of the
caso demandod prompt action, so we

determined to try them with our pres-

ent forces. In tho moan time, tho

Fort Scott Democrat, one of the Or

gans of despotism, edited in the swill- -

tub of the now fanglod Domocracy,
commenced its howl of justification
of the ho midnight maraudors, villify- -

mg tho pooplo of the Osage indis-

criminately. In this state of affairs,
with only thirty-on- e men, we deter
mined to arrest thoso outlaws at the
risk of our own lives and tho destrnc
tion of the Fort. Being joined on
tho Marmaton by ten mon, relying on
lead and the coumgo of our men we

marchodon tho night of tho 10th inst.,
and at day-brea- k was in gun shot, of
tho Fort. Being mot by a deputation
of the peacablo citizens of the Fort,
was informod that Gen. Clarke and
his band of dosporadoos, noted for
thoir threats of pillages and brave
talk, had fled under cover of darkness,
like wolves, to thoir old dons

in' Missouri. Such is generally the

case, with men who burn housos, rob
widows, and leave 'he orphan crying
for bread, as Clark has done in timot
past. Wo wore welcomed as' harbin
gors of peaco,

'

and our authority roc
Cgnizod as legal. Wo had now full
possession of tho Fort, and was view
ed by tho y men, as ono of
the strong bulwarks of tho Froo State
cause iii Kanzas. Aftor recoivng a
warm breakfast, gratix, and rocoiving
assurances from Judgo Williams,
and Gee.' Crawford, that tlio stolon

property should bb rettirriod on' tfid

following Tuesday, loaviu'g tho care
I of that to the honest citizens who t
P. 1 . . .
maineu, wei rotarnod to tho Little

Osage to watch for furthor

Yours &c

0. P. BAYNE.
!lv Capt.. Co., A. 1st Reg. Kanzas M.

P. S. You are wolcome to publish
this if you choose,for we will all vouch
for its truthfulness.. ; " -

"
v v

0. P. BAYNE, Captain.
Col. D. B. JOHNSON.
JOHN M'CANNON, Q. M.
J.G.ANDERSON.

On Tuesday about fifty Missourians
assembled at Fail's store, about 2.
miles from Barnesville, and proceed
ed that night to the lattor place, where

thoy wero joined on the following
day by 80 mon, mostly Missourians,
from Fort Scott, under command of
tho notorious cut-thro- at Gen. 0. W.

Clark, the murderer of Barber, and
sent out word to tho inhabitants of
Free State settlements in that vicini-

ty that their avowed intentions were
to Back and burn their houses, HANG
every person identified with the Kan
zas Militia, and extirpate every Free
State person in that vicinity. " JVo

quarter," was their watchword.
Prof. Griffith, Messrs. ' Harris and

Barber and several others, of Mar.

maton, hoard thoso threats in person,

and requested Capt. Bayne to proceed
at once to Lawrence to obtain assist
ance from the Territorial Militia, and

that if the Militia were dilatory about

acquiescing with thoir requost, to ral

ly np aid from any quarter where

it could be obtained. Tho Prairie

City Guards, under command of Capt
0. P. Wiilet, will rally to tho as

sistance of their frionds
Free State mon, arouse I and fly at

once to the scene of action. Proba
bly ere this news reaches you, the
work of pillage and murder has com

mencod. The Border Ruffians have
a deep plot concocted for tho extir-

pation of tho Froemen of Kanzas,
and unless they aro successfully re-

sisted at the outset, many homes will
bo made desolate ero thoir operations
canoe cnecicea. ino luunans are
now more virulent than ever in thoir
hostility to the Free State Party.

To arms 1 To arms 1

I, Capt. 0. P. Bayno, do certify
that the foregoing statements are
true, to tho best of my knowledge
and belief. 0. P. BAYNE.

Fate on Kanzas Affairs.

II. Clay Pate, tho hero of Black
Jack and Postmaster at Westport,
Mo., seems to be considerably "exor
cised" in regard to Kanzas affairs,
In a letter to the Missouri Republican,

nnder date of Jan. ,10th, he says:

'Jim Lane's party aro now octivelv
engaged in disturbing tho settlers, by
getting out writs for, all prominent
pro-slaye- men, and having them
directed "to tho captain of any militia
Company."

"Many fearing harsh treatment,
rather than submit to arrest, have
loft the Territory for the present. It
is by this means that Lane expects
either to drive out all the settlors, or
raise another war. Ho is partially
succeeding in ono and may succeed in
the other. A company of threo hun
dred Missourians came near leaving
Weston last weok for tho Torritory
to protect their friends, and would
have cone bo but lor ien. (Jalhoun.

"It will be impossible to keep down
excitement on tho border it Jim Lane
is permitted to go on as at present.
He has his bands of out-throa- ts all
over the Torritory, and they aro ac-

tively engaged in prosooating Jim's
work of war." '

,,,, i.

, Beware

We warn our friends overy whoro
to beware of purshasing stock of any
doscription in the "corruption" town
of "Minnoola." The curse of an out
raged people rests upon it. The lo
cation, pf the Capitol at, that place
wiR be of no benefit to it, as it was
locatod illegally, and as a consequence
tho govornmont will not expend any
money in tho erection of public build
ings. The location is a poor ono

en a nine ary croon, opposite to a
village which died a natural death in
consoqnenoe of its ineligible position.
Coal, stone and timber are scarce
all the elements of wealth and pros

ferity aro wanting. Be not docoivedl
speculating swindlel A breath

of tho popular feeling will knock the
crazy thing into atoms. "Touch not
tho unclean thing. Kama News.

liar Tho meoting of tho anti

Democrats in Phila lolphia,

Fob., 8th, was an imposing assem-

blage. Col. Forney presided. The
attondanco was estimated at six thous-
and. Governor) Stanton spoke at
longth end, with his. usual vigor,
Letters, , were read from .Governor
tyalkot and Governor Wise,'1" 11

Wf A. .... v., i'iii''iii"s.st-vyvr:nn:::;::- sw

r.T"
iuiiaJnmiiiw

The Sentiment in Wisoonsin.

Tho Milwaukee (Wis) Tree J9em-- "

ocral, in discussing upon the Prosi-- "

dent's Lecompton Message, points oft- -

its article in tho following pungent"
style: , '.: -- 'i

"Wc tell tho President if tnuJ usur
pation succeeds, ho will need more '
troops in Kanzas to put tho Locomp-to- n

Oonstitution into operation'. We"
do not know what the Froo State men.
of Kanzas will do, but wo hope thoy '
will resiwt the Lecompton Constitution
unto death. We hope they will treat'
all who try to put in force, as our fore- -
fathers did the officers under the''
stamp' 'Act, and as Grow

(

did! the;
ruffian keitt in tlio House of, Repre-
sentatives last week. If tho President '

under takes 10 play tho part of King '

Georgo, we hope enough of tho spirit'
of '7(1 is left in tho hearts of tho peo- -'

plo, to create a now revolution Which
shall overthrow the tyrannical slave
oligarchy. If such a usurpation
this is' successful, and the people sub- -

mit to it, our liberties are lost, and
our government becomes a slave des-- '
potidm.' iho people must prepare to 4

tight, lor tho ballot box is no lengerr
a protection. Federal bayonets bris- - t

tie at the polls, and the right ofsuf--fra- ge

has become a farce. - Well said ;

Hale in the Senate, tho othor day, not
a man nor a dollar would ho vote to.
givo the President more troops till .

the rights .of the frcomcn of Kanzas .

were acknowledged and protected..
"We repeat our hopo then, that

the poople of Kanzas will fight rather
than submit to this usurpation, i If
it must come to tho arbitrament of 1'

the sword, it may as well be settled .

now. Let the Free Stato men of Kan- - --

zas then, assert thoir rights, and call !

upon tho freemen of tho North to .

stand by them. The voices of thous- -

ands from hill-to- p and valley, from 1

prairie and plain, will answer their-cal- l.

Tho insolence of tho slavehold- -
ers, in Congress and out of it, is past ,

endurance. It may be met and chas- -

tised as it deserves to be. Let every
Southern bully be sorved a Keitt was
when he assaulted Grow. Let North-
ern men stand their ground every-
where, and let tho claret run. The
gospel of death to slavery must be
preached in earnest, and it' leaden hail 1

and will-twiste- d hemp will enforce
such a gospel, and all other means .

fail, we are for using them vigorous-ly- .

And now is a good time to be--g- in

the reformatory work. If Con,
gross endorses Lecompton, we hope
every Border Ruffian will either 00
driven out of Kauzas, shot or hung.
Amen."

With such sentiments emanating
from the hearts of our friends in tho

North, are thoso people of Kanzas
whoso connection and .

with tho Freo Stato prty aro impelled .

by noblor and higher motives than '..

that of pecuniary gain, going to sub- -

mit to tho process of being cajoled,

bomboozlod, defrauded and misled by

a few unscrupulous, troachorous and

avaricious demagogues, who havo

crept into thoir folds like " wolves in ,
sheep's clothing," and who by their

sycophancies, canting admonishings

and double-face- d maneuvering!, have

attained influential positions in our

party ? Are thepeople willing. to be .

used as unsophisticated tools, at thoir

own pecuniary expenso and at the
sacrifice of thoir principles, to carve

out positions of wealth, power and

eminence for these men ? With such

emphatio assurances that, by simply
acting like men, they will bo strongly
maintainod in such endeavors by thoir
Northern frionds, do they not feel

competent to act indepondontly for
thomsolvos, irrespective of tho prof-fore- d

advice of mammon-worshipin- g

and flattery-seekin- g mook loaders,

and work according to the prompt-;- ,

ings of thoir hoarts ? Are the Free- - ,

mon of Kanzas afraid of mock .

loaders? ; "'
' ";. '

' 1 '' Come Along;.

To those of our friends in theEast l

who propose coming to Kanzas, we
,

say, oomo as early in the spring as,
practicable, as you are certain to do,
bettor thon than later in tho 8oaiori.

From what we are able to learn,
wo are induced to believe there wilj ;

bo a largo emigration of good settlors ,

here next season. ' " '

This id just the couniry for farm-- ',

ers, mechanics snd business men, who ,

wish new. homes, , and locations to.
come to. The oountry is now,' and

fhas yet to be made. Come on, boys,

and grow up with it. 1.1

M3T Stone in a s 0 n s",' carpenters, .

blacksmiths, plasterers, wagon ma,
kcrs, gun smiths, cabinot makers,';
toamKtors, brick makers, brick layers,
shoo makers, tailoiB,' painters, ' 'and '

mon willing to work at any manual
labor nffiy emigrate to theTerriloryYi
and find litt)e difficulty in procuring

'steady yovk and reraunorativiivigos


